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One problem is that we often exaggerate our divergences*, making them much worse than they

might be. ®We polarize* values.

Look around at the bumper stickers* you see on major moral issues. On most of these issues there

are usually supposed to be just two, clearly distinct and opposite positions. On abortion*, "pro-life

o
sets itself up against "pro-choice*," and vice versa*. On gun control, assisted suicide, gay marriage,
and a host of other hot issues, it's often just "yes or no." Almost no other options get discussed.

Polarizing values has another side too. We usually suppose that one side —our own, of course! —is
completely right and the other side completely wrong. We polarize values in order to picture
ourselves as totally justified, totally right, and the other side as totally unjustified* and totally
wrong. All good on one side, all evil on the other. Day and night, black and white, us and them.
Polarizing values therefore makes things crystal clear, protects us from doubts, justifies us
completely. Our choices become easy.

But polarizing values is a bad idea. Reality is more complicated, more interesting, and maybe,
just maybe, much more promising.

In nearly every serious moral issue, the truth is that both sides have a point. Or rather, al/ sides
have a point, since there are often more than two. All sides speak for something worth considering.
Each side is right about something.

To put it another way: most moral conflicts are real, not just mistakes by one side or the other
about what really matters. There is genuine good on both sides—on all sides. "Only dogmatism*,"
wrote the philosopher John Dewey, "can suppose that serious moral conflict is between something
clearly bad and something known to be good, and that uncertainty lies wholly in the will of the one
choosing. Most conflicts of importance are conflicts between things which are or have been
satisfying, not between good and evil."

Again—they are choices between one good thing and another. Not "right versus wrong" but "right

versus right." We need to start by honoring that fact.

(Anthony Weston, A Practical Companion to Ethics, 3rd Editon (2 L%, BRXE2UDT-EFLH 5, )
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