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“You don’t wish me to stay any longer?” he inquired, when he found that she
remained musing.

“No — I think not.” ‘

“Then tell me that I am to be gone.”

“Why? Cannot you go without?”

“I may consult my own feelings only, if left to myself.”

“Well, if you do, what then? Do you suppose ‘you’ll be in my way?”

“I feared it might be so0.”

“Then fear no more. But good-night. Come to-morrow and see if ] am going
on right. This renewal of acquaintance touches me. I have already a friendship
for you.” .

“If it depends upon myself it shall last for ever.”

“My best hopes that it may. Good-bye.”

Fitzpiers went down the stairs absolutely unable to decide whether she had
sent for him in the natural alarm which might have followed her mishap, or with
the single view of making herself known to him as she had done, for which the
capsize had afforded excellent opportunity.

(tH 88 : Thomas Hardy, The Woodlanders, Penguin group, 1998, pp.190-191)
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Her Tannhéduser? still moved on, his plodding steed rendering him distinctly
visible yet. Could she have heard Fitzpiers’'s voice at that moment she would
have found it murmuring,

“— Towards the load-star of my one desire?
Iflitted, like a dizzy moth, whose flight
Is as a dead leaf’s in the owlet light.”

But he was a silent spectacle to her. Soon he rose out of the valley, and skirted
a high plateau of the chalk formation on his right, which rested abruptly upon
the fruity district of deep loam, the character and herbage of the two
formations being so distinct that the calcareous upland appeared but as a
deposit of a few years’ antiquity upon the level vale.

(188 : Thomas Hardy, The Woodlanders, Penguin group, 1998, pp.204-205)



