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Assistive technology is an umbrella term for assistive products and their related systems and services.
Assistive products help maintain or improve an individual’s functioning related to cognition,
communication, hearing, mobility, self-care and vision, thus enabling their health, well-being, inclusion
+ and participation. ‘ '

Improving access to assist_i‘ve technology can coﬁlribute to the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals and to ensuring that no one is left behind. This is through enabling the inclusion and
participation of assistive technology users in their family, community and all areas of society, including the
political, economic and social spheres. ,

Most people will need assistive technology at some point in their lives, especially as they age. While -
some may require assistive technology temporarily, such as after an accident or illness, others may require
it for a longer period or throughout their lifespan.

Assistive technology can help people in all aspects of their lives, including in educatiori, employment,
fitness, leisure and other everyday activities such as self-care, cooking and reading. Assistive technology
can posiﬁvely impact a person, their family and friends, and has broader socioeconomic benefits.

The WHO and UNICEF Global report on assistive techhology (2022) demonstrates considefab]e
inequity in access to assistive technology. As few as. 3% of people in some low-income countries were
reported to have access to the assistive products they need, in comparison to 90% in some high-income
countries. Barriers impacting access to assistive technology include low awareness, tiigh costs, limited
physical access, inadequate product range, procurement challenges, workforce capacity gaps, inadequate

policy, insufficient funding, assistive technology sector fragmentation and sociodemographic obstacles.

His% : World Health Organization. Fact Sheet, assistive technology & ¥ #&K#: L, 3\ L7,
https://www.who.int/news-room)fact-sheets/detail/assistive-technology (20244 10588772
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